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FIRST GLAD TIDINGS FOR MAN 
WHO HAS BEEN IN PRISON 
NEARLY 19 YEARS. _ 


INQUIRY DEMANDED. 


EAGER TO FIGHT FOR HIS GOOD 
NAME WHEN FREE, 


From Our Special Correspondent. 


A Aberdeen, Saturday. 
THE news that he is to be 
= released has been cone 
veyed to Oscar Slater in. Peter. 
head: M. 

The information seemed ‘to- 
come as a complete surprise, - 
for he was almost overcome > 
with delight, 


Slater's sentence of death In 1909 
Yor the murder of Miss’ Marion 
Gilchrist was commuted to ‘life 
imprisonment. He has served 18/ 
years, and the decision to rélease 
im was announced in Parliament 
this week. 
The date of his release is-a closely 
guarded’ secret. OSCAR SLATER, 


HW t tho rel f 
FIGHT TO PROVE], nat ome. nene 
INNOCENCE. |i Sati a Sasi 

Ye 


” "Te t ticipated, h r, 
When Slater Re-enters NS ana RRAN 


that there will bo a lo: 
the World. Sir John Gilmour, i = announce- 


ment in the House of Ciao! stated 
: > that Slater would come out of prison 
NK -of it! man who for | san licence,” which means ho will 
nearly 19 fears hk s been a con- | haro to report periodically to the 
vice but who all along has pro- police, a ts tliat tho official 
tested his innocence ‘of the murder Ae GE — 
of which ho was found guilty, Slater: has completed the usual Jengtk 
receives the glad tidings that he is (15. Jenis) to which a lifo sentenco 
2 —— atthe can — generally runs. 
[aqua such a man’s emotions 
s Norm ally a “life sentenco”? lasts -MPs Favour Inquiry. 
a about 15 years, and here is Slater, „The KR Chena: ae 
whose jun ¡te many people: have of Par- 
* KOS vel uuvinced, ; kept in prison 
for all these yoats. » 


x I tly 
i ce, an ex-convict who Ee up an jag 
eed ie told the Sunday re at tho — 


> not care if | have fo serve | ne 
of imprisonment. I will- try | of 
my. in immediately 
if only for the sake of ney 


— this man has heard hi “Te is — should Slater be 
declare 


ten lensed: ‚on tickot-of-leayo—tho normal 
—he will ERA apply 

NOA E day. for which Slater has | for a retrial of his ca 

longed, and. oe which he has dreamed | Slater is belived | > have received 

tlirough ‚18% years, is at hand. |many offers of financial assistance. 
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of the Motive. 


In the light of latest sensational developments in the 

Oscar Slater campaign Sir Arthur Conan Doyle discusses 

the vital question : ** Assuming that Slater is innocent who 

u kill Miss Gilchrist?" This is a masterly analysis of 
case, 





























Miss Marion Gilchrist, 
SUPPOSE that there is no one 


By SIR A. CONAN DOYLE. . 
f ray the i y y ) 2 — ad 
+ | who has rend Helen Lambiee contes! |, Tes stats also that Lambio within a | 
sion and has tho slightest doubt as| few days of the murder was making 
| | to the innocence of Slater, —— an en ment else- 
Mary Barrowman has admitted that | Where as maid, in dread also. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. 
¡her evidence was dictated by officials] If this were so it is difficult to think m 
and Helen Lambie has confessed in |that the old lady would open the door Granting that it was someone she 
publio that she not only did not recog-|in the maid's absence and we are | knew, what was the object of the visit? 
GEE as the ie bek that | thrown pack apoi the — — the | As 1 read it, the man came with no 
she did recogniso someone else. man was in the house è time, intention of murder, for he seems to, 
| This entirely fits in with the other-| At the same time the argument holds | have been unarmed. He made somo 
wise inexplicable fact that she let the | good that this man was someone whom request, that uest was refused, 
|man pass her without comment. ¡sho knew, as otherwise she would cer- ibly with insult, and then in an) 
The very delicate question now arises, || tainly, on the sudden appearance of a | instant of blind fury he struck the 
“ Y, ry 
If Slater was innocent, then who was || stranger in her sitting-room, have | woman down with his fist, and then 
kalt — Ee — screams or in some way givon ifs his feos nese — — — 
wom an e alarm. x own at her face wii A of a 
Justice demands that we find whol! We have to read Lambic's statement heavy chair, exactly as DE Ade 
murdered her. Within certain limite carefully to see what sho says about | diagnosed at the timo. 
aud. HN ake S de sa ind the man whom sho recognised. She|| The fact that the underside of the) 
ment it becomes still easier, ree” || Saye that he had visited Miss Gilchrist ¡chair was drenched with blood | is) 
i g before, that Miss Gilchrist was very oa e — The ae that 
The answer to that is that aa e to ea — —— — from Slater's 
i 5 5 reaten: r with- x 
the statement is—more credit to her- out a character if she pried into her| trunk inflicted these frightful injuries 
against za It is the etatement of || gars E by which ono of tha eyes was beaten 
Some. Aleo i colocas de a |, ant entenc Labi gays that a rns surely oo her for 
f that nob! i x is man ‘was in tl it of visi E 
the a ee ar a her” The identity and apparently the What was tho ¡murderer's next 
the whole sordid business. For these | character or social standing of this man || move? Ho evidently knew the house 
t reasons I claim that Helen Lambio may | Were known to the police, otherwise we || well and had some definite object in 
. now be believed. “lean attach no meaning to the state-|| View. Thero was something thero 
E: us first look at the case ns it — that AR Lanha — him ee be had zee 
was before thi: y ey answe onsense ou don’t > SA 
Fils eros ld Judy onar tabio Jr [ink Ar a aso ad, ud [Ein o lor, TE was Ga 
her canti ed murde; our mistress. d - a 
— — De, ses — scoffed at tho notion,” says Lambie, || was that some hing? 2 
and conducted him to her sitting-room, O f the Past? We can only judge by his actions, 
somo distance down the pass — ut of the Past Money and jewellery were in sight in 
her body was found. Therefore it was! |, Apparently the man or men who called || the room to which he had hurried, but 
someone whom she knew and whom she *2 .$% Miss Gilchrist at tho flat had || ho left them there. 1f ho snatched up | 
thought she had no reason to fear. ee —— et vi ber. —— EIS has | 
y Ww again: ng my tain [J id so—it ma 
MB | 10: know Orcas Sister, Tine Jody Aid| nose into her business where hør men | well have beon a Mind as io 
man certainly spoke the truth —— VERDER AK 
the moment of his agony he cried ont ||, Lambie could recall one case where 
that he never knew such a person |} *he found her having heated words with 
existed, one man, who was afterwards shown 
| Someone Ske Ka out —— so that Lambie should not 
e ew. se» him, 
There is an alternative to th i vi i 
[Supposition that Miss Gilchrist! Be Lesa Apres abate 
{admitted the murderer, That alterna- || sho be so secretive? It suggests to me | scattered about, 
y ‚fire is that the mon: was actually in||that there was some romance, some | searched for? 
/ [tho house at ‘the time that Lambie | vie ed in this woman’s life, dating in, bu 
yen out, * that tho assassin and his perhaps far back, but having conse- did x E 3 by the 
T Thar were left nlane, . [quences now which were becoming ringing and knocking at Š 
ro aro some arguments for this resumably there was someone, the 


E manifest in her old ago. 
explanation. Ono of theso is that it rye vere. — normal visitors 


bio, according to a most reliable Lambi: 
new witness, doclared a week before the, — hart Ai apie taika of 
crime that when she was out Miss, for killing her.” 3 
| Gilchrist would never open the door to She’eren suggests that h istress | 22! 
‚anyone, and that if she went out with- was expecting: someone ag the phates the 
[oes n a KAT thero WAR n Private sad] (ØE tha horder ASA Gori Mar cub to en 
‘ely wouid ope given before the old||}, get rid of her. If this were so it 
n the interview in which Lambie|| would no longer: bo — — 
Š made this important statement she also || the — ER se — fe 
said that Miss Gilchrist was spprehen- Een We An warn! jn 
2) ER 
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SLATER TO BE 
| DEPORTED? ` 
NOT TO BE RELEASED FOR 

SOME DAYS. ; 


From OUR SPECIAL CORRESPØNDENT 
PETERHEAD, Saturday. 

It was not until last night that 
Oscar Slater was informed that 
shortly he would be liberated from. 
the convict prison here, where he 
is serving a life sentence for the 
murder of Miss Marion Gilchrist in 
Glasgow in 1909. 

During the afternoon a motor- 
car entered the prison gates and 
stayed for half an hour. After- 
wards Slater was told of his impending 
freedom. 

He was greatly elated on ee 
the news and eagerly discussed h 
plans for the future. It is not — 
however, that he will be freed for some 


days — 

at present it is understood he 
will be berated KOR licence, this is not 
darinio, and it is quite possible that he 
will be deported. 
| In an — there are many formal- 
‘ities yet to be carried out, and while 
‘these are decided — is following the 
usual prison routine. 

` STUDY IN SPARE TIME. 


Are ee with 


K 


re time 
. He 


ible, 
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enduring place in the 
who served 18 years in jail for a murder. he did 
not commit, After his ‚release he was given £6,000 da 


compensation. 
Slater was convicted of the 
murder of Miss arion — 


christ, an 
‘found’ mad with her —— 
‘battered in her — In West 
Princes-street, Glasgow. 
Who committed the crime for 
Bich inter sult uffered so long and 


ak moved by the news 

of the death of Slater a man 
broke a silen ence he had ‘kept for 
years, 


committed the maidens I wish 
now to tell the story that would 
have saved —— and sent two 


| men to the gallows. 
| The man is 59, He has spent 
| much of his life in prison. 
he was one of e gang of tigres 
2 was one of a O. ves 
ins Glasgow. a 


This is his story :— 


Four in gang 
THERE were four of us in the 
— gang. The other three 


GER was always well — 
His ce HA 


much resembled Slater's. Bur he 
Was clean-shaven, whereas Slater 
had a moustache. 


AAA that time he was aged about 


nek like 
he had a 


AS ier in” Bund: nit de bai Slater) ane a 

moustas?” wr cei Bed Es about 40. 
Gu, mare 

Sigg wan ot a of she e four, e at —— time 


eee who did it 


— was the man who struck 
Gilchrist down 
ie ee Me, 
comes in! e 
brain . 










ts o 
— and daily helps, 
iichrist murder a 





WALA ET OR 


e nnd | 
A man lets niet 
the secret. 


by BRENDAN KEMMET  - 


OUR weeks ago Oscar Slater died. He holds an 
records 








for" 


“Y 


the murder / o 
Oscar — — 


LP 





wow att at the Mino of tne trial a 
— ‚Brown, & school- 
an | the police that two 


of crime as a man 


her sete ais me t ÆG 
She was not called as a witness 

at the trial. = 

emmy was thrown into the 

Ivin. J—, who lived in 

EL ER ee 

m the O! "mi 
ig W: AX ev 7 


ew. 


Slater's outburst 


Lused to wonder what he would 
have thought or done had he 
known that I, his constant com- 
panion in suffering, held the 
Secret, and was Er the 
cause of all his m 
ustl- 


Slater fol: sometimes 
e — pic. od. 


fiably. that 
on Dune 
len A 


— I should have saved, 
1921 I had six weeks of cee very in a Pika fe ak, Eer, 
liberty, and for the first time in — EES i 
years met W—. We met in it always Schlater 
public house in Crown-street, The outcry over murder 


lasgow, made the police of that day 
6 desperate 


te to secure a conviction. 
it 383 with relief that they 
a “tip” which was, 


sent about Slater by a fellow 
gambler, 


Judge convinced 


— nly, paleve nessie Son can. 


— AA more — — 


did tell me 


ether, 
eee 
on the night. of 
murder, E 


the Gilchrist 
W—, he kept watch, 

J— went with ih hie emmy to 

the house. 2 


R —— > 3* areata 
hink was her ma elen. vi ters 

Lambie” (witness at the — een 
di and then returned “to Baz lled n a N ay 
dining-room. Så ee RER 


— who reall 

_ Were bre newer oer led 

Five felines s 
Fi te Scene of ibs 
erime was jet ee Slater 
In sie, — “Sia was con- 
N time EA people under- victed —— — 
the e lucia o — 


who neat — ata sd 
“Jeweller E Wha ner of def Y 


ee 


Struck her down 


J—— struck at Miss Gflchris 
byt did Bo knock her out as’ —— 
expected. So he — me; 


J— 
money or 
have 7 snatched A 
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he was convicted of the 
: ——— — a ibe deler id Mar ) 
ome in West Princes Street, | sent over to iden 
ow, t e eath: ater | difficulty about. th ti as 
inimuted to penal servitude: Alter a | soon as Slater was brought in, handouies | Junt 
` Enga to p er al Ary 0 4 
' agitation he was released in 1927, and | $0 @ U.S. marshal, they cried out, “That's | 
* in 1928 the Court of Criminal Appeal | the man.” It was stated afterwards that 
found that there had been misdirection | they had been shown a photograph of|a 
‘by the Judge, y Slater before they left Glasgow. Sla 
Since his release from prison he had | ame back to Glasgow to face his trial. 
lived mainly at Ayr. He had been an |, There was one piece of evidence taken 
invalid for ‚three years. Early in the in New nor that is of considerable 
Ri oe. an eee, Sees short Hie Ne the — ar ee 
cause of his. F ouse, 
— ope Helen Lambie said “Miss Gilchrist must | State, 
Born to Misfortune ` * — doos RE ae ‘dence 
The case of Oscar Slater is one of the | Ana un pare Hs Ale ONE By: 
most famous, if not the most famous of all, | Me Gina Roughead in * Khaves' Look- 
la British criminal history, and it is appro- Wh 
priate that it should have had its first | she EE ae ae 
beginnings in obscurity. The man who} | when she returned. This could be done 
inherited so much misfortune was born to | in answer to'a ring, by a handle within 
| inherit very little else. So far as appeared | the house door, Miss Gilchrist's invari- 
at the trial about his origins, he was a | able custom, if alone in the house, was 
German Jew and his name was. Oscar | in such circumstances to look over the 
č r. To avoid the military service | banisters—the staircase is wide, open, 
(compulsory in Germany, he moved to | and well-lighted—and if the bell-ringer 
London, where he made a living as a| Was a stranger to her, or some one she 
{bookmaker. About this time. he. also | did not wish to see, to retreat into her 
| visited Edinburgh and Glasgow on several paige and shut and bar the door. Slater, 
“Occasions, In 1902 he married an English- | as I have said, was a strange-looking 
woman, but. the marriage was not suc-| man of markedly foreign aspect, the last 
cessful. In 1908, the time of the trial, | sort of person whom the old lady would 
he had been living with a Frenchwoman | Yoluntarily have admitted. The infer- 
called Mlle. Antoine in circumstances | €nce is plain: the visitor was known to 
which were commented on by the Judge| Miss Gilchrist, otherwise, without two 
to the detriment of his law and so won | false keys (which ‘no one ever sug- 
Slater his restitution after 20 years. gested), it was virtually impossible for 
Slater aná wue ‚Antoine Bad liva p on to a got into the house. 
cosmopolitan e between New -York, | „Curiously enough, this point was never" 
London, and the-cities of the Continent, | raised:at the trial, and there was no HUS 
here they ran social clubs. And there | gestion that Miss Gilchrist know Slater, | 1. Did any witness to the identification on 
Were other possible sources of income, for > the night of the murder name a person 
ter variously described himself as a The Crown’s Case other than Oscar Slater? ; 
tand as a dealer in precious stones. | The cas j 2. Were the police aware that such was the 
1903 he was living at 69 St George's built RE Eier was) quickly case ? If so, why was the- evidence not 
Road, Glasgow, with Mile. Antoine. His | 10 gay tha esses came forward | forthcoming at. the trial? 
only occupation then, sd far as appeared | ‘> Say that a man had been loitering at the | y Dig Slater Hy from; justice? 
at the trial, was gambling in some of | Corner of the gardens for some weeks and: 4. Were the police in possession of informa- 
Er more sedes am ya ae aon, Keeping an eye on Miss Ftion that Pistor hen disclosed “his ame 
Son 2: PAWDDApker ona diamon t's.. These were easily able to| at the North-Western Hotel, Liverpool 
brooch. Mlle. Antoine’s contribution to identify- Slater at a parade when he el, koels 


i stating where he came from, and tħat ke 
Aia oe expenses is irrelevant to appeared among a company of typical | was travelling by the Lusitania ? 


2 Scots police and railway men. And in one | 5. Did one of the witnesses make a mistake 
View of Murderer of Slater's trunks a tack hammer was| as to the date on which she stated she 
lt was a few days before Christmas of und that was put in as the lethal | was in West P. rincés Street?” 

: pon, The Secretary of State then ordered the 












































Inquiry Sought 

But some eminent persons were dis- 
‘satisfied with the trial. Mr Andrew 
Lang, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir! 
Edward Marshall Hall, -Sir Robert | 
Stephen, and others less distinguished 
feared that there had been,a mis- 
carriage of justice., There was corre- 
spondence in “The Times” and else- 
where. The record of the trial, pub- 
lished by Messrs Hodge and ‘edi by 
Mr Roughead, allowed the evidence to 
be examined in detail. In 1914 a 
Glasgow solicitor, Mr David Cook, sent 
& memorial to the Secretary of State for 
Scotiand with application for an inquiry. 
The following questions were raised :— 




















































































ii [1908 that the sensation broke out which| The. prelimiza: 

iw [was to last for 20 years. About a quarter | began in the Hi ing |Sheritf of Lanark, Mr Gardner Millar, 

Edinb K.C., to hold a commission of inquiry. This 

$ "a mile away from Slater's flat the old inburgh inquiry was held in Glasgow. The hearing 
dy, Marion Gilchrist, lived in West the was secrét The witnesses were mot on 


Princes Street with a young servant maid oath. Slater was not Hotes De Vee i 
‚called Helen Lambie. There was nothing en ese MET Co y 
erage, out the, household, eat | iater al ER ET 
ss Gilchrist kept a valuable collec- | an W Ly ive’: * 
t| Hon of jewellery in her/bedroom. On the | counsel were toon ni nze De tive's F 
* (night of December 21 Helen Lambie ‘went | afterwards Sheriff of 
out as usual for the evening n John Meir. The Cro 
leaving Miss Gilchrist alone for W. S. Haldane, now S; William. Slater's 
minutes. While SENE Mr Ewing ”Speirs,>a Glasgow 
Solicitor. 

The first part of the Crown’ 
based on the identification of Slater as the 
man who had been loitering outside Miss 
| Gilchrist's and as the man who had run. 
after the murder. 







































I saw the man walk quite coolly till 
jot past me, then he went down 
dekly and banged the door at the*foot 
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ardrobe had not 
I t there was another 
ossible importance—the box in 
‚Miss Gilchrist kept her papers-had 
pened by. some one in a hurry. 
re were thus two lines of investigation 
irough the clue of the missing brooch, 
ting to ordinary theft as motive; or 
gh the clue of the deed box, point: 
DE more intimate. The 
decided on the clue of the broach 
tuck to it with almost terrifying 
tence. 


rls Evidence 
formation was circulated and pro- 
“a message girl called Mary 
rowman, who said she had seen a man 
‘out of the close door at the time of 
‘murder. More: she could describe 
man, and did so. After considering 
‘statement along with those of Adams 
Helen Lambie the police decided 
must have been two men.” Later on 
' gave up that view and concentrated 

1 Slater, 

olice information also produced 
M'Lean, a cycle agent, who said that 
called “Oscar,” whom he had 


tal 


cially, had tried to sell him a pawn- 


for a diamond brooch: He took a 
tive to Slater's house and there they 
found that Slater and Mlle. Antoine had 
t that night for Liverpool with all their 
age. These were suspicious circum- 
ices; but when the police found the 
Pawnshop they also found that the brooch 
d been pledged a month before, and 
‘finally Helen/Lambie was able to say it 
‘had never been Miss Gilchrist's. 
' The clue of the brooch had completely 
failed; and, as there was nothing else to 
ponnect Miss Gilchrist and Slater, the case 
ainst that suspect seemed hopeless. 
dentally there was never any proof that 
er had any dealings with Miss Gilchrist. 
ever, the police refused to let go. 
offered a reward of £200 for Slater's 
t and the New York police were 


Records of 


said the alias was intended to put. Mrs 
Slater off their track, One more part of 
the case must be noticed. Slater's servant 
maid admitted that Mile, Antoine enters 
tained men at her house both in London 
and in Glasgow with Slater's acquiescence. 
Again the Lord Advocate and the Judge 
made much of that evidence, with very 
important results. ‘ 

The case thus rested on four main points 
—identification of Slater, the hammer and 
the waterproof, the flight from justice, and 
Slater's way of life. Mr M'Clure did not 
put Slater into the witness-box, though he 
always wished to give evidence on his own 
behalf. i 

The Lord Advocate's speech to the jury 
was a relentless: statement of facts and 
inferences, and it was one of the best of 
its kind ever heard in that Court. The 
tone of the speech is very well expressed 
in the opening— $ 

Up to yesterday afternoon I should 
have thought that there was one serious 
difficulty which | confronted you—the 
difficulty of conceiving that tliere was 
in existence a human being capable of 
doing such a dastardly deed. Gentle- 
men, that difficulty, I think, was 
removed yesterday afternoon when we 
heard from the lips of one who 
seemingly knew the Eed better 
than anyone else, who had known him 
longer and “known him better than any 
witness examined, that he had followed 

a life which descends to the very 

lowést depths of human degradation, 

for by the universal judgment of man- 
kind the man who lives upon the 
proceeds of prostitution has sunk to the 
lowest depths and all moral sense in 
him has been destroyed and has ceased 
to exist. That difficulty removed, I say 
without hesitation that the man in the 
dock is capable of having committed 
this dastardly outrage, and the question 
for you-to consider is whether or not 
the evidence has brought it home to him. 
` Fortunately for Slater, the appeal 
Judges 20 years later had a more 


accurate or more scrupulous knowledge of. 


Psychology. i 
Skilful Attack: 


Mr M'Clure was‘ less impressive than 
the Lord Advocate, but he examined the 


various parts of the Grown's case with || 
considerable skill and “made some excel- 


lent points—(a) That Slater-had first been 
suspected on a false clue; (b) that if he 
were the watcher outside the house, and: 


ial information to Slater's agent, 

It was in 1925 that the Slater case 
revived through the publication 
William Park’s “The Truth about Oscar 
Slater.” This book marshalled the 
various theories as to what happened in 


‚a way that increased public misgiving 


and strengthéned the demand for another 
investigation, Meanwhile Slater was sct 
free after 18 years in Peterhead. In 
November of 1927 the Government passed 
a retrospective Act allowing Slater to 
present his case before the new Court of 
Criminal Appeal, and in June of 1928 the 
last hearing began. The judges were:— 
The Lord Justice-General (Clyde), the 
Lord Justice-Clerk (Alness), and Lo 
Sands, Blackburn, and Fleming, 

Lord Advocate (Watson) appeared for the 
Crown and Mr Craigie Aitchison, K.C., 
for Slater. . 

The appeal was something of a dis- 
appointment, for Helen Lambie—married 
and in America—refused to appear and 
could not be compelle But medical 
evidence was led as the possibility 
that Miss Gilchrist was killed with a 
chair that stood by her body; as to the 
conditions in which witnesses identified 
Slater in New York; and, with regard to 
the “flight from justice,” that Slater had 
registered in his own name in the Liver- 
pool hotel. + 
Misdirection Appeal ; 

The high-light of the appeal was 
Mr Craigie Aitchison's presentation of 
Slater's case. The Lord Advocate con- 
tented himself with reasons why the 
verdict should stand. After considera- 
‘tion the Court refused all grounds of 
appeal except the last, which was mis- 
direction by the judge; but on that point 
the Court decided:— x 

It is manifestly possible that, but for 
the prejudicial effect of denying to the 
appellant the full benefit of the pre- 

‘sumption of innocence and of allowing 

the point of dependence on the immoral 

earnings of his partner to go to the jury 
as a point not irrelevant to his guilt of 

Miss Gilchrist's murder, the proportion 

of nine to five for “guilty” and “not 

proven” respectively might have been 
reversed. In these circumstances we 

„think that the instructions given in the 

charge amounted to misdirection in law 
ney that the judgment of the Court 

before whom a Copia, was convicted 
y Es ” 


paid Slater £6000 as restitution. So 
at last the caña ented and Slater lived 
ot the rest of his days in obscurity and 
peace. = q ‘ få 


MA 





